We have been taught that primitive peoples, living in simple conditions, were in a great measure free from dental caries as we see it in the mouths of our patients, and that many forms of dental diseases with which we have to contend were, with them, wholly unknown. This seems to me an erroneous teatfhing, from what can be learned from these records. An exceptional opportunity of becoming acquainted with the crania of the ancient people of these islands during the twenty-four years of my residence here has convinced me that both in the case of those buried in the caves, and of those more recently found in the sand, not more than 25 per cent, have been
free from caries, irregularity, or disease. Indeed, I think I have discovered every form of dental disease known to our practice. Dental caries in all its many types, necrosis of the teeth, erosion, alveolar abscess, pyorrhea alveolaris, ?disease of the antrum of highmore, necrosis of the maxillary, ankylosis of the jaw, salivary calculus, etc.
Here was a well-developed osseous system; the in- 
